How does Shakespeare make Act 2 scene 2 especially dramatic?
What techniques do you think are particularly successful in creating
dramatic tension?

Act 2 Scene 2

Use the ideas to help you to write your essay. Remember, don’t use
headings — separate your paragraphs clearly by missing a line. Put
guotation marks round your quotes. Use at least 2 short quotes in each
paragraph.

At the end of act 2 scene 1, Macbeth has been preparing himself to do
the murder. So at the start of act 2 scene 2 the audience will be

WONAENTNG o i e e e e e e e

e e e e e " This

Her mood would make the audiencefed .......... ....cooooiies i,

When Lady Macbeth says“ Heis about it”- thistells usthat the murder
Is happening off-stage so we don’t see it. An off-stage murder might be

More dramatiC DECAUSE ..o e

When Macbeth shouts “Who's there? what, ho?' from off-stage,
Lady Macbethisafraidthat.............cocooiiien oo
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Machethfedl ... s
Shakespeare keeps us waiting to find out whether Macbeth has done the
MUIAEr DECALISE ... e e e et ee e e
The visual effect of Macbeth entering with bloodstained daggersin his
ANOS IS ... e e

In the conversation between Lady Macbeth and Macbeth, the use
of religiouslanguage (eg”“................ ” and“.......... ")

makes the murder seem even more horriblebecause .......................

Then Lady Macbeth tells Macbeth to take the daggers back but he does
not. Thismakesher feal. ... i, because

.......................................................... The audience will fed

Lady Macbeth and Macbeth are now behaving differently from

eachotherbecause ... ...ooovvveii e,
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If I were in the audience, | would be thinking that Macbeth is now
behaving .......cocoovevies i e e

Macbeth is alone on stage when the loud knocking starts. This has
adramatic effect because ............ccooiiiiiin i
Lady Macbeth says the blood will be easily washed off and tries to hurry

up Macheth and get him to put on his nightclothes to look less suspicious.

MaCheth’ SrespoNSe 1S ...

This makes the audience think that hewill ............... ...
Theaudiencefeds............... at the end of the scene

because........... v, The questions and thoughts

they areleftwithare ........cco oo s

| think the scene was particularly dramatic because ................
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