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Chapter Two

Word Choice

Read the following excerpt from the novel.

  “They were not yet within earshot of the city. Meshak sat up, his arms still clasped round Jester. The brats’ eyes gleamed in the darkness. They seemed not to have moved a muscle since he had climbed inside to get out of the rain half an hour ago. He heard Otis jump down. The light of his lantern swung a yellow shaft across the canvas. Then the flap opened and his dark drenched face looked in. Rain was spangled through his thick, straggly hair, reflecting in the light like so many diamonds. He nodded curtly to Meshak. ‘Get the spade. There’s a good ditch just here. We’ll dig them in,’ he jerked his head in the direction of the panniers strapped to the train of mules. ‘I don’t want to take them to Gloucester.’ Meshak jumped out and had to tie the flap to keep Jester in, so he then set up a continuous barking. Meshak knew from many, many times before that they couldn’t have Jester digging anything up.

  It was a hurried affair in all that wind and rain and darkness and the swinging light from the storm lantern, which Otis hung on a branch directly over the ditch. Otis plunged in his spade. Nothing too deep or careful. There was a lot of water. Just dig a hole deep enough to submerge the bundles. Foxes would do the rest. He wouldn’t have bothered burying them had he not taken money for them and given undertakings. Otis dug and Meshak went from mule to mule, extricating one bundle after another from the panniers to hand to his father, who dropped them like seeds into the ditch. Meshak stared wonderingly as they sank into the mud and vanished even before his father had shovelled a few spadefuls of earth over them. What was it like to be dead? Meshak tried to imagine. What did they see under the mud? Would they find angels there; angels like the ones he saw in church windows?

   They came to the last one – the one the lady had given them on the other side. Meshak hesitated. ‘Come on lad – drop it in,’ rasped Otis.

   ‘Moving. Still alive,’ stammered Meshak. Usually, if they weren’t dead, they at least tried to sell them off first.

   ‘Not worth it. Drop it in, I say.’

   Meshak let go the feebly moving bundle. He heard it splosh into the ditch. He backed away whimpering. He never did like burying the live ones. He felt the apple he had just eaten rise with the bile up his gullet. He vomited against a tree, leaning his head into the bark so that it left an imprint on his brow.”

Word Choice (2)

Make a list of ten words or phrases that you would not have chosen to use had you been the writer. What word(s) would you have used in their place? 

Copy out the sentences ion which they are found using your word choices. Which do you feel is more effective and why?

e.g.

Meshak sat up, his arms still clasped around Jester.

Meshak sat up, his arms still wrapped around Jester.

· “clasped” gives a better sense of his desperation.
Word choice is vital for a writer. This is a particularly disturbing scene from the novel made more effective by the writer’s choice of words. Be aware of the writer’s word choice as you read on with the novel and take a note of any words or phrases, which are either new to you, or you find especially effective.
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Chapter Three

Description
“But it was the angels he loved, with their huge curving wings and gentle smiles. They were his friends. Sometimes, they leapt out of their lead-encased glass windows and swooped round him, enveloping him in feathers and gentle hands and caressing fingers, and they would fly with him up into the starts above the towers and steeples of the city.”


Adjective: a word that describes a noun

Adjectives are very important in description. Copy out the above passage in your jotter but omit the adjectives. Is it still as atmospheric?
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Have you ever been in a church?

Write a description of a stained glass window using adjectives appropriately. This may not be a real window – an imaginary one would do. 

Chapter Four

Good Advice
“Make them laugh. If you can make them laugh, they’ll never trouble you again.”

(Alexander, page 39)

This was the advice given to Thomas when he was being bullied at the choir school. 

Working with a partner, you are going to design a leaflet or poster with good advice about bullying or any other subject relevant to first year pupils.
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You will need to consider both the information you want to get across and also the layout. Once you have planned it, ask your teacher for a blank sheet for your final copy.

Chapter Five

Story Telling
Thomas entertains the children with the story of Dawdley Dan.

What techniques did he use to make it more entertaining?

As a class you are going to tell a story. This will be Cinderella. In your jotter make a bullet point list of the main points of the story.
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Next think about how you could deliver it to make it more entertaining.

Your teacher will now work around the class asking each person to tell a little bit of the story.

If you have time, you might want to do the same with another well-known story.
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Chapter Six

Attitudes
What is your perception of an orphanage?

Look at the following characters who feature in chapter six. What are their attitudes to orphans and their care? Copy out the words/phrases from this chapter that reveal their views.

	Character
	Attitude
	Proof

	Lady Ashbrook
	
	

	Admiral Bailey
	
	

	Mrs Ridley
	
	

	Mrs Forsythe
	
	

	Reverend Mr Crick
	
	

	Mr Claymore
	
	


We can respond to characters without really knowing why. We may not like someone, but there is usually a reason for this. As you can see from the exercise above, the writer makes the characters more believable by giving them views and attitudes and this in turn helps to define our responses to them.

Close Reading
Read over the following passage on the life of Jamila Gavin and answer the questions that follow 

As a child, I didn't say, "When I grow up I'm going to be a writer."  I spent a great deal of my time upside down, walking on my hands and doing backward flips, hoping I could be an acrobat. 

I was born in India of an Indian father and an English mother.  It was 1941, the middle of the Second World War, but the only contact I had with war was when my mother took us on our first exciting voyage by sea to England in 1944.  There had been a lull in the war, and they thought it was over, so we were allowed to go, even though we had lifeboat drill every morning on deck.
But when we got there, the war wasn't over, and I remember us going down into the shelter when the siren went off to warn us of the bombers coming over.  It was a grim time - but exciting, and I was able to write about it all later in The Surya Trilogy.
I went to so many different schools before the age of twelve, that it made me too much of a free spirit to knuckle down to the disciplines of an English school.  I scrambled through five ‘O' Levels and then left to study music which, at the time, was all I really wanted to do.  Music dominated the rest of my life.  I studied it extensively, and then when I joined the BBC ended up working on Music programmes for television.
It wasn't until I married and then had children that I turned to writing.  Although I had always loved writing for fun, one day, I decided I would try and get published. The reason was because I realised that there were very few books which reflected, not only my mirror image, but also the wonderfully diverse and ethnically mixed country Britain had become, as gradually her Empire gave way to being a Commonwealth of nations.
The first thing I had to do was stop being an amateur and behave professionally.  That to me meant treating writing as a job rather than for love or when I felt like it.  I gave myself a routine and discipline. This is where my early training as a pianist came in handy. I chose a room to call my study, I told everyone that I was not to be disturbed between certain hours, but most importantly of all, I didn't let myself off the hook.  If I sat in front of a blank page without a single idea in my head, I made myself write - even if I just wrote lists of my favourite words. I found myself developing little games which triggered ideas and helped me to develop my characters.
As a child of India and England, and having lived in both countries, my richest source of inspiration and ideas was my own life. But it is not the glamour of a childhood or the privilege of any particular background which makes a writer, it is the curious eye, the listening ear and the desire to communicate - and of course, the imagination, to make whatever you like of all those things.
Writing books for children has turned out to be an endless source of challenge and interest to me, and had I known it would be so fascinating, for sure I would have said as a child, "When I grow up I'm going to be a writer." 
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Paragraph 1

 

 

1) What did Gavin want to be when she grew up?

 

 

 

(1)

 

2) What major event was taking place when she was born?

 

 

(1)

 

 

Paragraph 2

 

 

3) How was it progressing when she went to England?

 

 

(1)

 

4) What activity showed that all was not 

normal?

 

 

 

(1)

 

 

Paragraph 3

 

 

5) Why does Gavin use a dash in?

 

   

“

It was a grim time 

–

 but exciting

”?

 

 

 

 

 

(2)

 

 

Paragraph 4

 

 

6) In your own words, explain why Gavin found it difficult to

 

   

“

knuckle down

”

 to schoolwork.

 

 

 

 

 

(2)

 

7) 

“

I scrambled through 5 O’le

vels”

 

     What does this tell us about her academic achievements?

 

 

(2)

 

 

Paragraph 5

 

 

8) When did she start writing?

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2)

 

9) Explain, in your own words, why she wanted to write.

 

 

(2)

 

 

Paragraph 6

 

 

10) What is meant by “stop being an amateur and behave 

 

 

(2)

 

professionally”?

 

11) Outline the steps she took to achieve this.

 

 

 

 

(4)

 

12) What did she do when she was struggling for ideas?

 

 

(2)

 

 

Paragraph 7

 

 

13) Where did she get her ideas?

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1)

 

14) In your own words, explain clearly the four things 

 

      

necessary to be a writer.

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total = 

 

 27

 



Chapter Eight

Theme

A theme is an idea that runs through a text, something that the writer wants you to consider.

One of the themes in this novel is the relationships between fathers and sons. This is examined through the characters Otis and Meshak and also Sir William and Alexander. In this chapter we start to see the difficult relationship that exists between the latter two.

Working with a partner, make a list of what you think the problems are in their relationship copying out the relevant quotations to support your ideas.

What do you think Jamila Gavin wants to show about father/son relationships?

Chapter Nine

Personal Writing

The ball is called to mark the birthday of Lady Ashbrook and also the end of Alexander’s holiday. This is a magnificent event, which requires great organisation and planning along with copious amounts of food and numerous entertainers (rather like a party for Brooklyn Beckham!).

You are going to write about a party you have been involved with. You need not be the principal guest, but you must have had some involvement. You should include the following areas:


· the preparations

· the invitations
· the guests
· the venue
· the party
· the aftermath
Remember:
· to include thoughts and feelings

· to think carefully about your word choice

· description is vital
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Homework

Obviously Thomas Coram is vitally
important to this novel although we do

not meet him as a character. In her

foreword to the novel, Gavin explains
how it was “a passing remark which
triggered the story”. Without Captain
Coram there would have been no such
novel. Therefore you are going to research
his life and work before producing a short
essay on it (approximately 400 words).

Below is a list of areas you should include.

*  birth (where/when)
o carly life overseas

¢ working life in England

¢ attitude to the poor

¢ foundling hospital
e death
o his legacy.

To find this information you will have to use a library and access the Internet.
You will need to organise this. If you have any trouble with this, see your
teacher immediately: don’t leave it to the last minute. Failure to complete the
homework because of this will not be accepted as an appropriate excuse or

reason.
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Alexander’s Diary

 

 

 

Imagine you are Alexander. You have just made the momentous decision to 

forsake your birthright and leave Ashbrook. You are currently on your way to 

London and keeping a meticulous diary. The time has come to update

 it with 

details of your departure. Make sure that you cover the following areas.

 

 

 

·

 

how you felt at leaving the cathedral

 

·

 

how important music is to you

 

·

 

your relationship with your parents

 

·

 

your relationship with Melissa

 

·

 

what your journey has been like

 

·

 

what 

you’re hoping to gain by your escape.

 

 

 

 

It is important to remember that you are writing a diary. This is somewhere that 

people reveal their innermost thoughts and feelings so they must be central to 

your work.

 

 

Remember: you 

are

 Alexander.
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“What a Child Needs”

 

 

 

In chapter 13 Melissa and Isobel fantasize about raising the baby basing their 

ideas on their games with dolls. In your group you are going to decide what 

you think a baby needs, then decide what is most important.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material Needs

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emotional Needs

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Needs

 

 

 

 

Most Important Needs:

 

 

1.

 

_____________________________________________________________

 

2.

 

_____________________________________________________________

 

3.

 

____________________

_________________________________________

 

4.

 

_____________________________________________________________

 

5.

 

_____________________________________________________________
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Imaginative Writing


Alexander’s Diary


Imagine you are Alexander. You have just made the momentous decision to forsake your birthright and leave Ashbrook. You are currently on your way to London and keeping a meticulous diary. The time has come to update it with details of your departure. Make sure that you cover the following areas.


· how you felt at leaving the cathedral


· how important music is to you


· your relationship with your parents


· your relationship with Melissa


· what your journey has been like


· what you’re hoping to gain by your escape.


It is important to remember that you are writing a diary. This is somewhere that people reveal their innermost thoughts and feelings so they must be central to your work.


Remember: you are Alexander.
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Group Discussion


“What a Child Needs”

In chapter 13 Melissa and Isobel fantasize about raising the baby basing their ideas on their games with dolls. In your group you are going to decide what you think a baby needs, then decide what is most important.


		Material Needs

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		Emotional Needs

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		Other Needs

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		





Most Important Needs:


1. _____________________________________________________________


2. _____________________________________________________________


3. _____________________________________________________________


4. _____________________________________________________________


5. _____________________________________________________________
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Close Reading


Paragraph 1


1) What did Gavin want to be when she grew up?


(1)


2) What major event was taking place when she was born?

(1)


Paragraph 2


3) How was it progressing when she went to England?


(1)


4) What activity showed that all was not normal?


(1)


Paragraph 3


5) Why does Gavin use a dash in?


   “It was a grim time – but exciting”?




(2)


Paragraph 4


6) In your own words, explain why Gavin found it difficult to


   “knuckle down” to schoolwork.




(2)


7) “I scrambled through 5 O’levels”

     What does this tell us about her academic achievements?

(2)


Paragraph 5


8) When did she start writing?





(2)


9) Explain, in your own words, why she wanted to write.

(2)


Paragraph 6


10) What is meant by “stop being an amateur and behave 

(2)


professionally”?


11) Outline the steps she took to achieve this.



(4)


12) What did she do when she was struggling for ideas?

(2)


Paragraph 7


13) Where did she get her ideas?





(1)


14) In your own words, explain clearly the four things 


      necessary to be a writer.





(4)










Total = 
 27



